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 Science Roadshow 2011  

The tenth Cambridge Hands -on Science summer Roadshow:  
Allowing student volunteers to bring F un and interactive science 

experiments To children and families around the country!  
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about the  Science RoadshowÜ 

In July and August 2011 the CHaOS Science Roadshow spent 
nearly 5 weeks visiting schools, town halls and festivals all over 
the country, hosting around 5,000 people at our events. This year, 
62 students from Cambridge University gave up time to share their 
passion for their subjects. We spoke to this yearôs student 
president, Lia Chappell, to find out more about the roadshow. 
 

Q: What are the aims of the CHaOS Science Roadshow? 
 

A: We hope that by bringing fun, hands-on science experiments to 
children and families weôll be able to share the excitement of 
science.  We want to help break down the stereotype of scientists 
as distant figures in white coats, show that science is relevant to 
everyone and that itôs not all so hard to understand! 
 

Q: Why donôt you just run events in Cambridge? 
 

A: CHaOS started from a single student-run event in the 
Cambridge Science Festival in 1998 (which we still run each year), 
but in 2002 we started taking our experiments on tour.  Many of 
the CHaOS team come from areas where there are no science 
museums, and their experiences make us think that we can have 
more impact by going to towns that other outreach organisations 
just donôt reach! In the summer holidays most of our volunteers 
are based all around the country anyway, and after ten years of 
practice weôre pretty good at setting up at almost any venue! 
 

Q: So who are your volunteers? 
 

A: CHaOS volunteers are all science students at Cambridge 
University and by science we mean medicine, engineering and 
mathematics as well as the biology, chemistry and physics you 
might expect. They range from first year undergraduates who are 
just beginning their studies to PhD students who are becoming 
experts in their chosen fields. What unites them all is their 
enthusiasm for communicating science, and possibly a love of 
camping! And although heôs not technically a real volunteer, Boris 
the plastic skeleton is also a key member of the CHaOS teamé 
 

Q: Do you camp for the whole roadshow? 
 

A: For every venue we visit weôll unpack all of the CHaOS 
experiments we need out of the van, and pack it away again at the 
end of the day. We camp all of the time, and move campsites 
every few days when we move between different areas. Camping 
is a key part of the CHaOS experience, and is something most of 
our volunteers love; it also helps us run the roadshow on a tight 
budget. 
 

Q: Who pays for the roadshow? 
 

A: CHaOS is committed to making science accessible to 
everyone, so entrance to our public events is free. We ask that 
schools contribute towards our costs, but each visit is heavily 
subsidised by our sponsors. CHaOS relies on careful budgeting to 
keep costs below £3 for every person reached, and is grateful to 
our sponsors who contribute towards our costs! 
 

What is  

Cambridge Hands-On Science, more 
fondly known as CHaOS, is a not-for-
profit voluntary student group based 
at Cambridge University.  CHaOS 
believes that science is fun and 
relevant to everyone and is dedicated 
to transferring our volunteersô 
enthusiasm for science to the general 
public through exciting hands-on 
experiments.  We hope to make 
science more accessible and 
perhaps even teach people 
something in the process!  
 

We've built up our experience of 
engaging the public over the last 
decade; CHaOS began as a single 
event at the Cambridge Science 
Festival, and now reaches visitors all 
over the country in many types of 
venues.  The success of our Science 
Festival event prompted us to take 
our experiments further afield to 
reach people who would not usually 
experience science beyond the 
school curriculum.  From humble 
beginnings as a week-long tour in 
2002, our volunteers have developed 
the roadshow into the five-week long 
science extravaganza it is today. This 
year is the tenth CHaOS roadshow, 
and we hope that itôll still be running 
for many years to come!  

 



 

  

The roadshow route  
 
This year was the largest ever CHaOS Summer Roadshow: we 
spent four weeks visiting schools, town halls and festivals around 
the country, then an additional week at the CamJam Scout 
Jamboree! We spent 9 days in 6 schools, 7 days in community/ town 
halls, and 8 days at festivals. 
 
We advertised each of the events through flyers and posters, as well 
as local radio stations and newspapers. 
 

Tuesday 5th -Thursday 7th July: Visiting schools in Gloucestershire 

Saturday 9th July: George Watson Memorial Hall, Tewkesbury 

Sunday 10th July: Subscription Rooms, Stroud 

Tuesday 12th-Thursday 14th July: Visiting schools in Cheshire 

Saturday 16th July: Brainwave11, NETpark, Sedgefield 

Sunday 17th July: Newcastle Upon-Tyne, Murray House 

Tuesday 19th -Thursday 21st July: Visiting schools in West Midlands 

Saturday 23rd July: Wellingborough Museum, Northants. 

Sunday 24th July: Rushden Community College, Northants. 

Tuesday 26th July: Home Education Festival, HESFES 2011 

Wednesday 27th July: Thetford (Carnegie Room) 

Friday 29th July: Kettering (Market Place) 

Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st July: Heckington Village Show 

Tuesday 2nd - Friday 5th August: CamJam Scout Jamboree 
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hands -On Science 
experiments Ü 

Our events are built around hands-on 
experiments that are designed for 
children of all ages, each of which is 
staffed by a lively and knowledgeable 
student demonstrator. Small groups 
of children are guided through each 
experiment, whilst the demonstrator 
explains the science behind it in an 
interesting way and at an appropriate 
level. At some events we also run 
short talks, enabling us to show off 
some of our more explosive 
experiments. 
 

This year we introduced a number of 
new experiments, which have proved 
popular with both the public and our 
demonstrators! From the physical 
sciences one of the best received 
was the new ñrocks and fossilsò 
experiment, where visitors could be 
guided through a selection of 
samples, sometimes with the aid of a 
magnifying glass! New experiments 
from the biological sciences also 
made an appearance: ñunderstanding 
microbesò included a selection of toys 
and models that helped our 
demonstrators talk about organisms 
too small to see, including those that 
cause disease. Weôd also purchased 
more specimens for our collection of 
animal skulls, including models of 
chimp, gorilla and orangutan skulls. 
These allowed us to discuss how 
comparisons with other primates 
allow us to better understand 
humans! 
 


